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NEBRASKA TAXPAYERS FOR FREEDOM ISSUE PAPER:
LEARNING COMMUNITY MORE FOR FUN THAN LEARNING.

BACKGROUND.  Taxpayers lately have heard little about the academic successes of students in the Learning 
Community (LC), because there are few academic achievements.  The LC for years has resembled a welfare agency
rather than an academic institution.  An emphasis to concentrate on fun and games rather than academic exercises 
that would improve student learning.  Long past time for the Legislature to defund this worthless expenditure of 
taxpayer dollars.  

THE LIST CONTINUES.  The LC boasts about its partnership with the Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium.  The 
cost: $45,730.  Meanwhile, the LC Parent U. offered 15 classes for parents, not kids, focusing on adult education 
and parental support.  Workshops included Growing Great Kids, Love & Logic, nurturing parenting, a trauma 
workshop, and kickboxing.  The south LC office now is a NE Diaper Bank host site, which distributed diapers to 
almost 100 kids per month.  The LC provided diapers for 213 families in January.  Not sure how this distribution 

improved academic scores.  An LC facilitator trained in the new Bienvenidos Spanish 

program. Family Play Nights: Designed to support parents in learning to play with their 
kids using everyday materials from the home.  20 - 23 participants there. Winter Fest: End
of year celebration to focus on building stability at home via tradition and cultural norm. 
Event included a Family Health workshop.  The LC hosted a Winter Holiday Celebration 
with Frosty the Snowman and many fun activities.  All staff trained in High Quality 
Family Engagement and Diversity Training.  Employment Assistance: One family, after 3 
months of unemployment, received critical guidance from the LC Social Assistance 

Navigator, who helped parents successfully apply for unemployment benefits and disability support. Medicaid 
Enrollment: Three families received personalized assistance navigating and enrolling in Medicaid.  Household 
Support: Two families connected with affordable appliance repair services, enabling them to repair their washers 
and dryers that otherwise would not happen.  A Cooking Matters workshop.  Hosted a car seat installation 

workshop in November. Parent U. is now an official referral partner for The Furniture Project, expanding LC 
ability to assist families with furniture needs. Essential Needs: Numerous families connected to vital resources, 
including clothing, food, and diaper pantries, ensuring they have access to basic necessities during colder months. 
In its 2025 budget, $2,120,227 appropriated for Parent U., $150,000 for advertising, and $33,000 for lobbying 
activities.  

ACADEMICS.  Meanwhile, only 70% of LC kiddiegartners on track for reading and math. 

ROTTEN TO THE CORE.  NTF believes that the LC wastes taxpayer money, citing high extraneous costs and a 
lack of measurable student outcomes. Millions spent with no direct academic benefit to students.  A large part of the
budget spent on rent for 1 building at an inflated $39,000 per month.  Concerns raised about the high salaries of 
individuals, including those who allegedly failed evaluations but still paid year after year. The leftist Buffett 
Sherwood Foundation Institute receives over $100,000 per month of our tax dollars as a partner with the LC.

TAKE ACTION NOW.  Once again, we call for the elimination of the LC, its funding totally ended, tax dollars 
better used elsewhere.  Using the information above, lobby your state senator today to defund the LC.  Email 
netaxpayers@gmail.com for state senator contact information and join our NTF Education Watch Project.
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